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In order to realize high birefringence, acetylenes with long
molecular size such as bis(phenyldiynyl)benzenes 1 and diphen-
ylhexatriynes 4 are synthesized successfully on the basis of dou-
ble elimination of the �-substituted sulfones which can be pre-
pared easily by reaction of benzyl or propargyl sulfones with
propynal derivatives.

High birefringence (�n) liquid crystals play a pivotal role in
the field of display technology, and they have been utilized wide-
ly in spatial light modulators and in compensation films for the
viewing angle, reflectors and polarizers.1 A number of high bire-
fringent liquid crystalline compounds have been studied so far,2

and high �n phenylacetylenes have been prepared successfully
by taking advantage of high conjugation along the molecular
long axis.3 For preparation of phenylacetylenes and butadiynes
which bring about high birefringence (�n), Sonogashira reac-
tion4 is used frequently for the coupling of terminal acetylenes
with aryl and acetylenic halides, respectively. Although it is
known that unsaturated compounds with high conjugation along
the molecular long axis could be potential high birefringence
materials, synthetic methods for butadiynes and hexatriynes
are still in demand.5 We have developed a new methodology
for access to acetylenes based on double elimination of �-substi-
tuted sulfones which can be prepared easily from the reaction of
benzyl sulfones with benzaldehydes. This protocol is composed
of a number of reactions such as aldol reaction, protection of the
aldolate and double elimination of the resulting �-substituted
sulfone, and all the operation can be carried out in one-pot
(Scheme 1).6 By taking advantage of this protocol, we succeeded
to prepare various phenylene-ethynylenes.

We postulated that when propynal derivatives are subjected
to this reaction with benzylic and propargylic sulfones, highly

conjugated acetylenes such as bisdiynes and hexatriynes which
are expected as a new category of high �n compounds would
be accessible. This is indeed the case, and the desired acetylenes
were obtained successfully. Herein are described these prelimi-
nary results of the preparation of highly conjugated acetylenes
and their birefringence properties.

We chose bisdiynes 1 as the first target, and tackled the re-
action of benzyl sulfone 2 with dipropynal 3. Starting compound
such as benzylic sulfone 2a was prepared easily by the reaction
of the 4-pentyloxybenzyl bromide with PhSO2Na, and dipropy-
nal 3a was produced by Sonogashira coupling between diiododi-
methylbenzene and propargyl alcohol followed by Swern
oxidation. The operation of the double elimination was
straightforward. When benzylic sulfone 2a was treated succes-
sively with LDA, 3a, ClP(O)(OEt)2 and t-BuOK, the desired
bis(phenylbutadiynyl)benzene 1a was obtained in 64% yield
(Scheme 2).7 The 64% yield reveals that this acetylene formation
took place in 80% yield at both formyl groups in 3a. When the
different combination of sulfone 2 and dialdehyde 3 was subject-
ed to this protocol, the corresponding bis(diynyl)benzenes 1

PhSO2

Ph

SO2Ph

Ph
Ph

OSiMe3

SO2Ph

Ph
Ph

PhPh
86%

BuLi
PhCHO
Me3SiCl

LDA

LDA

1) BuLi
2) PhCHO
3) Me3SiCl
4) LDA
THF

Scheme 1.

LDA

1a 64%2a (2.2 eq)

t-BuOK
ClP(O)(OEt)2

t-BuOK

3a

1b (R1=Me, R2=C12H25) 66%
1c (R1=Me, R2=neo -Pent) 65%
1d (R1=Me, R2=s-Bu) 64%
1e (R1=H, R2=s-Bu) 59%

1) LDA (2.4 equiv.)

THF

3) ClP(O)(OEt)2 (2.4 equiv.)
4) t-BuOK (20 equiv.)

3a (1.0 equiv.)

C5H11O

OHC

CHO

2)

SO2Ph

C5H11O OC5H11

OP(O)(OEt)2

PhSO2
(EtO)2P(O)O

SO2Ph

OC5H11

C5H11O

PhSO2

SO2Ph

OC5H11

C5H11O

R1

R1

R2O OR2

Scheme 2.

528 Chemistry Letters Vol.33, No.5 (2004)

Copyright � 2004 The Chemical Society of Japan



were obtained in reasonable yields.
We next challenged to synthesize hexatriynes 4 by use of

propargyl sulfone 5 with electron-withdrawing group and alde-
hyde 6 with electron-donating group as starting compounds
(Scheme 3). Hexatriynes 4 are expected to bring about high bi-
refringence because of long conjugation along the molecular
long axis as well. Fluorophenylpropargyl sulfone 5a was pre-
pared by H2O2-oxidation of the corresponding sulfide which
was derived from Sonogashira coupling between fluoroiodoben-
zene and phenyl propargyl sulfide. Aldehyde 6a was prepared
by MnO2-oxidation of 4-methoxyphenylpropargyl alcohol
which was produced from Sonogashira coupling between
iodomethoxybenzene and propargyl alcohol.

When (4-fluorophenyl)propargyl sulfone 5a was treated
consecutively with LDA, 4-methoxyphenylpropynal 6a, ClP(O)-
(OEt)2 and LiHMDS, the one-pot protocol for acetylene synthe-
sis proceeded smoothly to give the desired fluorophenyl(methox-
yphenyl)hexatriyne 4a in 68% yield. This process can be utilized
for access to other hexatriyne derivatives substituted by pentyl-
oxy and trifluoromethyl groups 4b and 4c.

With new acetylenes, 1 and 4, in hand, we measured bire-
fringences of these compounds, and the refractive indices of sev-
eral of them were evaluated as extrapolated values from mix-
tures containing 10wt % of each test compounds in MJ931381
(Merck, Japan) by use of Abbe refractometer (2T, Atago)
(Table 1). As we expected, refractive indices of bis(diynyl)ben-
zenes 1a, b, and e were found considerably larger in comparison
with other simpler aromatic acetylenes such as 7. Hexatriyne 4b
showed a remarkably high birefringence value larger than 0.5,
and it has been disclosed that hexatriyne 4 is a promising com-
pound for high birefringent organic material.

In summary, we have succeeded in the convenient syntheses
of bis(diynyl)benzenes 1 and hexatriynes 4, and disclosed that
these compounds are promising for high birefringence (�n) or-

ganic materials. Further investigation on the relation between
substituents on 1 and 4 and refractive indices is underway in
our laboratory.
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Table 1. Refractive indices of 1 and 4

Refractive Indexcompound

1a
1b
1e

0.44 (185 °C, 633 nm)
0.31 (135 °C, 633 nm)
0.46 (210 °C, 633 nm)

4b 0.52 (90 °C, 633 nm)

C3H7 C3H7

0.26 (20 °C, 589 nm)a(7)

a Ref 8.
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